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1. lntroduction

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000. ln drafting this
policy, the Board of Management of the school has consulted wiih school staff, the school
patron and with parents of children attending the school.

The Admission Policy was approved by the school patron on September 241h,2020. lt is
published on the school's website and will be made available in hardcopy to any person who
requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Killeeneen Natlonal School's admission process are set
out in the school's Annual Admission Notice (see Appendix 1 for template of Annual
Admission Notice) which is published annually on the school's website at least one week
before the commencement of the admission process for the school year concerned, but not
before October 1't of that year.

This Admissio.'r Policy' rnust be nead in conjuncti{ln r,vith the Annual Admission Notice for the
school year concerned.

The Application Form for Admission is published on the school's website and will be made
available in hardcopy to any person who requests ii.

2. Characteristic spirit and Gen€ral objectives of the school

Killeeneen N.S. is a Cathoiic co-educationai primary school with a Catholic ethos under the
patronage of the Bishop of Galway, Kilfenora and Kilmacduagh.

"Catholic Ethos" !n the context of a Catholic primary school means the ethos and characteristic
spirit of the Roman Catholic Church, which aims at promoting:

(a) the full and harmorrious development of ail aspects of the p?rson of the pupil,
includiLrg the intellectual, physical, ,;ulti.rral, rnoral and spiritual aspects; and

(b) a living relationship with God and with other people; and
(c) a philosophy of life inspired by belief in God and in the life, death and resurrection

of Jesus; and
(d) the formation of the pupils in the Catholic faith,

-



and which school provides religious education for the pupils in accordance with the doctrines,
practices and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, and/or such ethos and/or characteristic
spirit as may be determined or interpreted from time to time by the lrish Episcopal Conference.

ln accordance with S.15 (2) (b) of the Education Act, 1998 the Board of Management of
Killeeneen N.S. shall uphold, and be accountable to the patron for so upholding, the
characteristic spirit of the school as determined by the cultural, educational, moral, religious,
social, linguistic and spiritual values and traditicns which inform and are characteristic of the
objectives and conduct of the school.

While it is a Catholic school, the Board of Management welcomes children of all denominations
to the school and every effort will be made to respect their beliefs.

The mission of Killeeneen National School is to nurture, guide and challenge all of the children
in our care to achieve their maximum potential. We aim to nurture a sense of personal identity,
self-esteem and awareness of one's particular abilities and aptitudes, combined with a respect
for the rights and beliefs of others. Killeeneen National School is dedicated to developing the
potential of each child in many ways: spiritually, socially, emotionally, physically and
intellectually. ln our school, we aim to provide a positive, inclusive atmosphere and
environment based on the mutual respect and co-operation of all involved in its activities.
Each pupil and staff rnember is lralued for ihe ccntribution (s)he makes to school life.
lnsert mission statement here.

Killeeneen N.S. is staffed in accordance with the standard pupil-teacher ratios and allocation
of special education teaching hours as sanctioned by the Department of Education and Skills.
The school operates withln the regulations laid down by the Department of Education and
Skills. The capacity of the school to implernent its desired curriculum, its broad range of
educational programmes, its breadth of extra-curricular activities, its school plan and policies,
are dependent on the resources it receives.

3. Admission Statement

Killeeneen N.S. will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the school on any of the
following:

(a) the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(d) the sexual orteniation ground of the stud*nt or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(e) the religicn ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerrred,

(f) the disability ground of the student crr the applicant in respect of the student
coircenned,

(g) the ground of race of the student or the .;rpplicant in respect of the student concerned,
(h) the Traveller cornmunity ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the

student ccincerned, or
(i) the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned has

special educaticnal needs



As per section 61 (3) of the Education Act 1998, 'civil status ground', 'disability ground',
'disCrirninate', 'family Status ground', 'gender grOund', 'grOund of race', 'religiOn grOUnd',

'sexual orientation groulnd'and 'Traveller community ground'shall be construed in accordance
with section 3 of the Equal Status Act 2000.

Killeeneen N.S. is a schoolwhose objective is f6r provide education in an environment
which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where it refuses to

admit as a student a person who is not Rornan Catholic and it is proved that the refusal is
essentialto maintain the ethos of the school.

4. Admission of Students

This school shall acimit each student seeking admission except where -

a) the school is oversubscribed (please see section 5 below for further details)

b) parents of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with section 23(4)
of the Education (Welfare) Act 20t10, fail to confirm in writing that the Code of
Behaviourr and the Anti Bullying Policy o*i the school are acceptable to them and that
they make all reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by the student
and the parents (see Appendix 2 fer Parental Consent Forms re. Policies)

c) the school does not have the physicalihurnan resources to provide for the needs of
tlre student. Killeeneen N.S. will make e\rery effort to secure those resources; where
the resources cannot be secured, the school may refuse admission.

Killeeneen N.S. is a Roman Catholic school and may refuse to admit as a student a person
who is not of Ronnan Catholic denominatlon where it is proved that the refusal is essential
to maintain the ethos cf the school.

5. Oversubscription

ln the event that the scnool is oversubscrioe'C, the school wiil, when deciding on applications
for admission to Junior infants, apply the follolving selection criteria in the order listed below
to those applications that are received within the timeline for receipt of applications as set
out in the school's Annual Admission Notice:

(i) Siblings of children already in the schooi or who have attended the school in the past
(ii) Children within our parish (in this docunrerit, the word 'parish' refers to the
geographical Catholic parish of Clarinbridge)
(iii) Children of perrnanent stafi

ln the event that'there are tuvo or nnofe stucjents tied for a place or places in any of the
selection criteria categorie:; abc','e {the number :f applicants exceeds the number of
remaining places), the f':lklwing arrangerneits wlli apply:



Places will be allocated on the basis of age starting with the oldest applicant

6. What will not be considered or taken into account

ln accordance with section 62(7)(e) of ihe Education Act, the school will not consider or take
into account any of the following in deciding r:n applications for adrnission or when placing a
student on a waiting list for admission to the school:

(a) a student's prior attendance at a pre-school or pre-school service, including
nafonrai;

(b) the payment or fees or contributions (ho'nrsoever described) to the school;

(c) a student's academic abiliiy, skills or aptitude;

(d) the occupation, financial status, academic ability, skills or aptitude of a student's
parents;

(e) a requirernent that a student, or his or her parents, attend an interview, open day
or other rneeting as a conditicn of admrssion;

(t) a student's connecfion to the school by vlrtue of a mernber of his or her family
attending or having previously attended the school;
(otherthan, in the case of the schoolwishing to include a selection criteria based
on siblings cf a student attending cr he,vlng attended the school);

(g) the date and time on which an application for admission was received by the
schccl

Thrs is si,rbject to the application bei'rg received at any time during the period
spec'fied for rec*ir,'rr"rg rapplications s::t c:rt in the Annual Admission Notice of the
school fcr the school year concernecl.

7, Decisions on applicatisns

All decisions on applications for admissio;t to Kirteeneen ilJ.S. wiil be based on the following:
. Our school's Admission Folicy
o The school's Annual Admission Notice (whei'e applicable)
. The information provided by the applicant in the school's official Application Form

received during the period specified in our Annual Admission Notice for receiving
applications

(Please see section 13 below in relation to applications received outside of the
admissiolrs gl*rio and section 14 b3l;u' in relation tc applications for places in years
other than thi,e intake grcup.)

Selection criteria that are not included rn our schoolAdmission Policy will not be used to
make a decision Jn an applicatiorr for a p,ace in r:ur school.



8. Notifying applicanb of decisiuns

Applicants will be informed in writing as to the decision of the school, within the timeline
outlined in the Annual Admissions Notice.

lf a student is not offered a place in our school, the reasons why they were not offered a
place will be communicated in writing to the applicant, including, where applicable, details of
the student's ranking against the selection criteria and details of the student's place on the
waiting lls't for the schcol )tear concerned.

Applicants will be informed of the right to seek a review/right of appeal of the school's
decision (see section 17 below for further ctretails).

9. Acceptance of an offer of a place by an applicant

ln accepting an offer of aclrrrissicln frorn Killeeneen N.S., you must indicate-

(i) whether or not you have accepted an offer of admission for another school or schools. lf
you have accepted such an offer, you must also provide details of the offer or offers
concerned and

(ii) whether or ncit you harve applied for and aw*ilrng confirmation of an offer of admission
from another school or schools, and if so, yoL-: nnust provide details of the other school or
schools concern<:d.

l0.Circumstances in which off€rs may not be made or may be withdrawn

An offer of acjmission rnay irot oe nrade or {-riay lie withdrawn by Killeeneen N.S. where-

(i) ii is estabiishecl that information contained in the application is false or misleading.
(ii) an applicant fails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before the

date set out in the Annual Admission Notice of the school.
(iii) parents of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with section

X($ o'f the ECr":c;ition (\l/e!tare) Ac'i 2C{10, faii to confirm in writing that the Code of
Behaviour and the Anti Bullying Policy of the school are acceptable to them and that
they shall make all reasonahrle ef,forts to ensure compliance with such code by the
student and the pi:]rentsi; or

(iv) an applicant he,s failed to comply rrrith the requirements of 'acceptance of an offer'
as set out in section 9 above.

l l.Sharing of Data with other schools

Applicants shoultl be awat'e that sectiori 6616) oi the Education (Admission to Schools) Act
2018 ailows f,:lr tlie sharing of cerlain information between schools in order to facilitate the
efficient admission of students.

Section 66(6) allows a schsol to provide a patrcn or another Board of Management with a list
of the students in relation to whom-

(i) an appli,;ation for adn;issir:n t,t the schcol has been received,

(ii) an offer of adrnlssion to the schooi has been made, oi'



(iii) an offer of admission to the schooi has been accepted.

The list may include any or all of the following:

(i) the date on which an application for admission was received by the school;

(ii) the clate on vuhich an crffer cf adrniss nn v/as made by the school;

(iii) the date en vrhich an offer of adrnission was accepted by an applicant;

(iv) a stu,lent's personal details incluiciing h!s or her name, address, date of birth and
personal public service number (within the meaning of section 262 of the Social
Welfare C;onsolidatirn Act 2005).

,l2.Waiting list in the event of Oversubscription

ln the event of there being more applications to the school year concerned than places

available, ar waitirrg list cf r;tudents whcse applications for admission to Killeeneen N.S. were
unsuccessful due to the school being oversubscribed will be compiled and will remain valid
for the school year in which adrnission is being sought.

Placement on the waiting list of Killeeneen N.S. is in the order of priority assigned to the
students' applica.tions after the school has ap1:lietl the selection criteria in accordance with
this Adrn issicn Pr,t!ic-v

Applicants whoser applications are receirred after the closing date, outlined in the Annual
Admission Noiice, will be placed at the end of the waiting list in order of the date of receipt of
the app!ication.

Offers of any subsequent places that becrcme available for and during the school year in
relationtc r,l'l'rich aeln'iil,"irioi''l is b:,ing soiighl l'.'ril be made to thcse students on the waiting list,
in accorc!arrce ivlth the ci'cirer of pr":ority in relatil,r to ishich the students have been placed on
the list.

{3.Late Applications

All appiications for admission received after the ciosing date as outlined in the Annual
Admission Notice will be considered and decided upon in accordance with our school's
Admissions Policy, the Education Admissions to $choolAct 2018 and any regulations made
under that Act.

Late applicants lvill be riotified cf the decisiori iri respect of their application no laterthan
three rrui=elrs after the date on whiclr the school received the applic:rtion. Late applicants will
be offered a p'ace if the-,'-e is p!erce availabie;. ln tre event that there is no place available, the
name of tlre applicant u,ill be :rcjCed t,r tlre uieitiitgj list as set out [n section 13.



{4. Procedures for admission of students to other classes and during the
school year

The Board of Managernent of Killeeneen N.S. respects parental choice with regard to
enrolling their childnen in a primary school. The Board of Management respects the rights of
the exlsting school community and the children already enrolled. Consequently, the Board of
Management reserves the right to determine the rtraximum number of children in each class,
bearing in rrrind reievant factors such as availability of appropriate supports and resources.

lf there ts a su,'pl;-rs cf appli:aticns for places lil lther classes and durlng the school yearthe
following criter-ia .'rill appiy:

Admlselon of rrew studen'lts fron'l Senior El'i'fat"lts - class if there is a surplus of
as follows:applications, at the start of the new school year, are

Prioriiy is gi'ren io:

(i) Siblings of cnilciren already in the school or r";ho have attended the school in the past
(ii) Cl':iltlt:r:r irritl',in c:-r pari:,h
(iii) Children of :,ernrarieni staff

ln the eve'.1thai there are two or more students iied for a piace or places in any of the
selection criteria categories above (the number of applicants exceeds the number of
remairring placer;), lire fo]sr,n'ing arrangeli:rits viiII apply:

Pl;:Fis w!!l b': ail:trie',1 on ihe loasis of ace etartinq with the oldest

Adrnissr'ory! e f irew stud,lntr frcnl Ju r:!*r i"':fe:its - 6th class if there is a surplus of
applications, aiter the con'rrrencement of tlt: school year in which admission is
sougrt, .irs a$ :ollr:io'::

Prioriiy is given io:

(i) $i'-,1:t"j:; t',-.r!!c,ir.-,' -."=ir,l:'i'r i'rl =r:i'-ti i ..ho have ttten:ie,r:ltlre school in the past
(ii) C'r'r,lr:it'nr:1',i-t cl,.' pl"iil^
(iii) Ci:i'd.:'r: r:f Ea.r:r.:'::nt staf

ln the e','e^1thai there are two or more stuCents tied for a place or places in any of the
selection criteria categcries above (the number of applicants exceeds the number of
femaii'il"g prlai;e; :), ri"r-: :'' r51r1ri;:J ll'l'a rqc:::' !:' l"'ili ap,l!y.

ls.Declaration in relatisn to the non-charging of fees

The Board ot trlanaEemenr of Kiileeneen f.Jational School or any persons acting on its behalf
will noi cllarge Tees roi" or seeK payment or co,rinbuiions (howsoever described) as a condition
of-

(a) ar epp'!!caticn for- e arr':issirn of a sluCe::- tc tlie schocl, ar
(b) tt'l.: adnis:ic.: o':.1.^ji "::"teC ei:ro!mer.t :f a'.1,-ident in the school.

l-



16. Arrangements regarding students not attending religious instruction

The following are the schaol'S arrangements for students, where the parents have

requested trrlt ftre student attend the school witlrout receiving religiotts'instruction in the

school. These arrangements will not result !n a reduction in the school day of such

students:

A written request should be made to the Principal of the school. A meeting will then be

arrange<i wiftr tne parent(s) to ciscuss hciv the request may be accommodated by the

school.

17. ReviewslAPPeals

Revier;il of Dee isd*ns hbr tlte tsoard of l$anageilrtent

The parent of the stuclent rnay request the Board of fVlanagernent to review a declsion to

refuse admission, within three weeks frorn the date of receipt of refusal. Such requests must

be made in accorriarcewlth Section 29Cnf the EducationAct 1998. The Board of

M"n"g**"ntwil!ierlli,loanyappealswithin3''l;eeksofreceiptofappeal.

The t:r,',e!,rre *,:ithil v.;:liatr sui:lt * i€.*i9rr'/ i':'rr,$i !,'':,':;':ju€st€d and the other requirements

applicahle to such re\,,iev,s are set out in thr: prnceclttres determined by the lMinister under

sectiorr ZgB of the Er1ucation Act 1998 which are published on the website of the

Departrnent of Education and Skills

The B,iarrj wrli co;r<ju:t sucrr rer;le,rvs in ac;;,:lCal',;e vuith the require m;ents of the procedures

determine:l uncl..r se:tirn ?9F anei rurth re r:ti:n ?QC of the Education Act 1998.

Note: '",rlnele ar, appi,c:ri:ilas i:eei'i reiuse'd ac,'t;;ss'icn dueteiilte scl'locli being

oversubs;t-rbee!, ilie i:]i-rpitf,&fit $:'-'I.sj-reg}'9."1i*e]-r€:1leq $1'ihiat decis;on by the Bcard of

Manag,-*rnent prior cc; i'r'iak1i'rg ar-ppeal uncle:- section 29 of the Education Act 1998.

Wheie an applicarrt iias Deen i"eii;s€o aon',rsslcii .jue to a i-eascr, oiher than the school being

oversul.,sr;;";bg..l, l:'le ;,p,; c'.int fit:4i: l{,"qrr1;i, i i,-?i::eiqiy of that decision by ihe Board of

Managr:rlent nrici:. tn n,ek;nil arrppeat u'iirJer srctlnn 29 of the Education Act 1998.

Rigl"bt,rrt Aftpeal

Under Section 29 of the Fducatinn Act 19Cf 8. th* r:arent of the student may appeal a

decision of this schoot tn refuse acirnissicn

An appea! rray hr: made r:nCer Ser:'i;c:t 29 ',1i{r:'tr} r:f the Education Act '!998 where the

refUSar t,: arjil^it \:,'As Cr,je tn the schOo! lleing r:'.'e,rSubSCribed.

An apnea! inay b:,: ";':ad': r,ncler Se.ction 29 il){;:)i'i) of the Education Act 1998 where the

fefUSar :f :;,:1,^,iilr,.'Arj :.1(,; e, :eai, " C:ll-,'.;l'iii:i: i": .,;ifOOl beirig ClVei"SUbSCribed.

Where arr appllcant nas i:een refuseC aclirirsslt;-; due to the school being oversubscribed, the

appli:-i,; ,iittlsllr€.:qql,,;_$lGjgvilie'!r ;i'ir't.i; .;i:i;i,:;i,:rl l-r'/ tl':e f;Oard Of iManagentent p-flq-[-!9

r"Eii:,: g,ilr{,trl$4Al *Ce,," rec;,c.^, ,13 at iite ':'.iui"oi;o;i Aci -i998. (see Review of decisions by

the Boand of hlanaqement)



Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being
oversubscribed, the applicant mav request a review of that decision by the Board of
Management prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act 1998. (see
Review of decisions by the Board of Management)

Appeals under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 will be considered and determined by
an independent appeals committee aopointed bv thre lMinister for Education and Skills.

The tirnelirre within wi"riclr sr.rch an appe*i r:rL;si oe irrade and the other requirements
applioable to suchr appeais are set out in tlre procedures determtned by the Minister under
sectiori 298 of the Education Aci 1998 wirich are published on the website of the
Department of Education and Skills.

This palicy w'as dfa'ru,i'r up iri April 302i), approved by the Patron on September
24th,2.0?$, and wi!! be revie'wed as required.

/

sisne,:!: f .. 6t' --1 \1, '""*

Chairperson, Killeeneen N.S. Board of Mlanagement



APPENDIX 1

KILLEENEEN NATIONAL SCHOOL

ANNUAL AilIVIIS$ION NOTICE

in respeet of admiseisns to the 20XXI20XX school year

copy of the school's Admission Policy arrd tr,e Application Form for Admission for the

[insert school year] is available as follows: -
To down load at: wr'tnrv. killeeneenns" com

On request: by emailing killeeneen2@smail.com

writing to: Killeeneen NS, Killeeneen, Craugnwell, Co.Gaiway H91 E293

PART 1 - Admiesisns to the [insert school yeer concerned] echool year

Application and Decision Dates for admission to [insert school year
concernedl

The following are the dates applicable for admission to Junior lnfants

*Failune to accept an offer within the prescribeel period above may result in the offer
being withdrawn

Note: the schr<lol wi[[ consider and lesue decisions on late applications in accordance
with t[';e s{:.hool's admisslon policy.

Admission Policy and Application Form

The sohool wiil commence accepting applications for admission on

The school shall cease accepting applications for admission on

The date by which applicants will be notified of the decision on their
application is
The period within which applicants must confirm acceptance of an offer
of admission is*

10



PART 2 - Admissions to the [insert previous school year] school year

(This section should only be completed if your school intake group was oversubscribed in the
previous school year)

lnformetion regarding the admission process for the lntake Group for Junior
Infantsl for the (XXXX) school year

ln respect of the [insert school year prior to that to which the admission noiice applies] school
year, the total number of applications for admission received by the school

WAS

Breakdown of places allocated for the xxlxx sehool
Nurnber of places available:
Number of applications received:
Number of Offers made and accepted
under each criteria:

Example, as follows:
C:"iterion One: Applicants with siblings attending
the school - 20 places offered, 20 places
accepted.
Criterion Two: Applicants living in the parish-

ti_qiacg! i!futro, 38 places acceptd
Total number of offers made
Number of names placed on waiting list for
the school eoncerned.

I1



APPENDIX 2

Parental Consent Forms re Policies

Killeeneen National School has provided us with copies of the following policies:

o Code of Behaviour

o Anti-Bullying Policy

I / We have read the aforementioned policies and agree to abide by them and support
Killeeneerr tti.S. in tlreii" i;'nplementation.

Signed:

Print narnc:

Date.

Signed:

Print narne:

Date:

12


